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tomarts encyclopedia price guide to action figure is an essential resource for collectors, investors,
and enthusiasts seeking accurate and up-to-date information on the value of action figures. Whether
you're just starting your collection or looking to appraise and sell your items, understanding the
factors influencing prices and knowing where to find reliable data can significantly enhance your
experience. This comprehensive guide will explore the various elements that determine an action
figure's worth, provide tips to accurately assess value, and highlight key resources for price
reference.

Understanding the Importance of the Tomarts Encyclopedia Price
Guide

The Tomarts Encyclopedia Price Guide is renowned within the collectibles community for providing
detailed price listings, identification tips, and historical data on action figures. It serves as a
benchmark for valuing figures from different eras, brands, and manufacturers. Knowing how to
interpret this guide can help collectors:

- Determine fair market value
- Identify rare or valuable figures
- Track price trends over time
- Make informed buying or selling decisions

Key Factors Influencing Action Figure Prices

Several variables influence the value of an action figure, and understanding these can help you use
the Tomarts guide more effectively.

1. Condition of the Figure

- Mint Condition: Packaging intact, no damage, pristine figure
- Near Mint: Minor imperfections, slight wear
- Used/Played-With: Visible wear, scratches, or missing accessories
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- Broken or Damaged: Parts missing, broken limbs, or significant damage

> Condition heavily impacts value; mint figures fetch the highest prices, while damaged ones are
valued lower.

2. Rarity and Production Runs

- Limited editions and exclusive releases tend to be more valuable.
- Figures from short production runs often appreciate over time.
- Rare variants, color schemes, or errors can increase desirability.

3. Age and Vintage Status

- Vintage figures (typically pre-1980s) often command higher prices.
- Nostalgic value plays a role; older figures from popular franchises are highly sought after.

4. Franchise Popularity and Character Demand

- Figures from blockbuster franchises like Marvel, Star Wars, or Transformers tend to have higher
prices.

- Iconic characters or those with limited availability are especially prized.

5. Accessories and Packaging

- Complete figures with original accessories are worth more.
- Original packaging, especially if sealed or in mint condition, significantly boosts value.

6. Market Trends and Collecting Seasons

- Prices fluctuate based on demand, trends, and collector interest.
- Certain periods, such as holiday seasons or anniversaries, can influence prices.

How to Use the Tomarts Encyclopedia Price Guide Effectively

To maximize the guide's utility, follow these steps:
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Step 1: Identify Your Action Figure

- Use detailed descriptions, photographs, and serial numbers.
- Cross-reference manufacturer marks, packaging details, and unique features.

Step 2: Determine the Condition

- Be honest and precise about your figure's condition.
- Use standard grading scales, such as "Mint," "Near Mint," "Excellent," "Good," etc.

Step 3: Locate the Corresponding Entry in the Guide

- Find your figure?s listing based on franchise, year, and version.
- Review the price range provided for different conditions.

Step 4: Adjust for Specific Factors

- Consider accessories, packaging, and rarity.
- Note any special features that could influence value.

Step 5: Cross-Check with Other Resources

- Use online marketplaces like eBay, Heritage Auctions, or dedicated collector forums.
- Compare recent sale prices for similar figures.

Popular Action Figures Covered in the Tomarts Encyclopedia

The guide encompasses a broad spectrum of action figures from various brands and eras. Some
prominent categories include:

1. Vintage Action Figures

- Kenner Star Wars figures (1977?1985)
- G.I. Joe (1964?present)
- Masters of the Universe (1982?1988)
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2. Modern Collectibles

- Marvel Legends
- DC Universe Classics
- Transformers

3. Limited Editions and Exclusives

- San Diego Comic-Con exclusives
- Factory variants
- Special anniversary editions

4. Japanese and Asian Figures

- S.H. Figuarts
- Banpresto figures
- Super Robot Chogokin

Valuable Action Figures and Their Price Ranges

Here are some notable figures with their typical market values, according to the Tomarts guide and
recent sales:

- Kenner Star Wars Boba Fett (Vintage, Mint in Box): $5,000?$15,000
- G.I. Joe USS Flag Aircraft Carrier (Complete, Mint): $3,000?$6,000
- Masters of the Universe Skeletor (Vintage, Complete): $200?$600
- Marvel Legends 6-inch Spider-Man (Modern, Loose): $15?$50
- Transformers Optimus Prime (G1, Mint in Box): $1,000?$4,000

Note: Prices vary based on condition, rarity, and market demand.

Tips for Buying and Selling Action Figures Using the Price Guide

Buying Tips

- Use the Tomarts guide as a starting point, not the final price.
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- Always verify the condition before purchasing.
- Look for authentic figures; beware of counterfeits.
- Consider auction sites and collector groups for better deals.

Selling Tips

- Price your figure competitively based on the guide.
- Highlight condition, rarity, and included accessories.
- Use multiple platforms to reach a wider audience.
- Stay updated on market trends to adjust pricing accordingly.

Additional Resources for Action Figure Collectors

While the Tomarts encyclopedia is invaluable, supplement your research with:

- Online Marketplaces: eBay, Mercari, Facebook Marketplace
- Collector Forums: Action Figure Insider, Toyark, Reddit's r/actionfigures
- Specialized Websites: ToyWiz, BigBadToyStore
- Price Tracking Tools: WorthPoint, Heritage Auctions archives

Conclusion

The tomarts encyclopedia price guide to action figure remains a cornerstone reference for anyone
serious about collecting, valuing, or trading action figures. By understanding the factors that
influence pricing, accurately assessing your figures' condition, and leveraging the guide alongside
other resources, you can make informed decisions that maximize your collection's value.
Remember, the collecting market is dynamic; staying updated with recent sales and market trends
will help you navigate the ever-evolving landscape of action figure collecting successfully.

Keywords: Tomarts encyclopedia, action figure price guide, collectible figures, vintage action figures,
modern collectibles, rarity, condition, market trends, action figure values, collecting tips
 
Tomarts Encyclopedia Price Guide to Action Figures: An In-Depth Look at Valuation and Market
Trends

Introduction

Tomarts Encyclopedia Price Guide to Action Figures stands as a cornerstone resource for
collectors, industry experts, and enthusiasts alike. Since its inception, this comprehensive guide has
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provided invaluable insights into the valuation of action figures across decades, brands, and
franchises. As the collectibles market continues to evolve rapidly, understanding the nuances of
pricing, rarity, and market dynamics becomes essential. This article delves into the history, structure,
valuation methods, and current trends associated with the Tomarts Encyclopedia, offering readers a
detailed roadmap to navigating the complex world of action figure collectibles.

The Origins and Evolution of the Tomarts Encyclopedia

The Birth of a Collector?s Companion

The Tomarts Encyclopedia was first published in the 1970s by Tomarts Publishing, a company
founded by Robert M. Toma. Recognizing the burgeoning popularity of action figures?driven by toy
lines like G.I. Joe, Star Wars, and Masters of the Universe?the publication aimed to provide a
definitive resource for identifying, dating, and valuing these collectibles. Its meticulous cataloging
and pricing information quickly made it a go-to guide for serious collectors.

Growth and Adaptation Over the Years

Over the decades, the Tomarts Encyclopedia expanded to include a broad spectrum of figures, from
vintage to modern releases. It adapted to industry changes, incorporating new lines, licensing deals,
and manufacturing details. The guide?s updates reflected shifts in market demand and the
emergence of new collectible categories, such as limited editions and exclusive figures.

The Role of the Guide in the Collecting Community

Beyond valuation, the Tomarts Encyclopedia fostered a sense of community and shared knowledge.
It became a reference point for appraisals, trade negotiations, and auction estimates. Its detailed
photographs, production codes, and variant listings provided transparency and confidence for
buyers and sellers.

Structure of the Tomarts Encyclopedia Price Guide

Organization and Content

The guide is typically organized into sections based on:

- Manufacturer and Brand: Including major players like Hasbro, Mattel, and Kenner.
- Franchise or Series: Such as Star Wars, Marvel, DC Comics, and Masters of the Universe.
- Time Period: Vintage (pre-1980s), Modern (1980s-2000s), and Contemporary (2000s-present).
- Type of Figure: Action figures, playsets, accessories, and collectibles like prototypes or
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prototypes.

Within each section, entries often include:

- Photographs: High-quality images for identification.
- Production Details: Year of release, production run, and variants.
- Packaging Information: Box types, stickers, and card back designs.
- Valuation: Price ranges based on condition and rarity.

Grading and Conditions

The valuation heavily depends on the condition of the figure, generally categorized as:

- Mint: Unopened, pristine condition.
- Near Mint: Opened but showing minimal signs of wear.
- Excellent/Very Good: Minor scuffs or marks.
- Good to Fair: Noticeable wear, possible damage.
- Poor/As Is: Significant damage or incomplete.

The guide emphasizes that condition is the most critical factor influencing value, with mint figures
commanding the highest prices.

Valuation Methodology and Market Factors

How Prices Are Determined

The Tomarts Encyclopedia synthesizes data from various sources:

- Auction Results: Prices realized at major auction houses.
- Dealer Listings: Retail and secondary market prices.
- Private Sales: Reported transactions between collectors.
- Expert Appraisals: Inputs from seasoned collectors and industry insiders.

By analyzing these sources, the guide provides estimated price ranges, often categorized into tiers:
low, average, and high.

Rarity and Variants
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A figure?s rarity significantly impacts its worth. Factors contributing to rarity include:

- Limited production runs.
- Exclusive store or convention editions.
- Variants such as color differences, packaging changes, or manufacturing errors.
- Promotional samples and prototypes.

For example, a rare Star Wars action figure with a production error and in mint condition can fetch
exponentially higher prices than standard releases.

Market Trends and Influences

Recent trends have influenced pricing, including:

- Revivals and Reboots: New lines or reissues can increase interest in vintage figures.
- Pop Culture Phenomena: Movie releases or anniversaries boost demand.
- Condition Trends: Collectors increasingly seek mint or sealed figures, elevating their market

value.
- Global Markets: Expansion into international markets has diversified and expanded the collector

base, affecting prices.

Navigating the Action Figure Market with the Tomarts Guide

Tips for Collectors and Sellers

- Authentication: Use the guide to verify production codes, packaging, and variants.
- Condition Preservation: Proper storage and handling are vital to maintain value.
- Research Variants: Understanding subtle differences can significantly impact appraisal.
- Stay Updated: Market prices fluctuate; consult updated editions or online databases regularly.
- Network and Community Engagement: Join collector groups and forums to share insights and

gain market intelligence.

Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them

- Overpaying for Common Figures: Use the guide to assess realistic prices.
- Ignoring Condition: A figure in poor condition can be worth a fraction of a mint version.
- Misidentification: Variants and production codes can be confusing; cross-reference images and
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descriptions carefully.
- Neglecting Market Trends: Prices can rise or fall; staying informed ensures better buying or

selling decisions.

The Future of the Tomarts Encyclopedia and Action Figure Valuation

Digital Integration and Online Resources

While the traditional print guide remains valuable, the future leans toward digital databases and
online platforms. Features may include:

- Real-time price updates.
- High-resolution identification images.
- Community-driven valuations and reviews.
- Integration with auction sites for instant price tracking.

Challenges and Opportunities

As the market becomes more globalized, ensuring accurate and comprehensive information is
crucial. The rise of counterfeit figures and reproduction variants presents additional challenges that
the guide and community must address.

Conversely, increased accessibility and technology will empower collectors to make informed
decisions, fostering a more transparent and vibrant marketplace.

Conclusion

The Tomarts Encyclopedia Price Guide to Action Figures has established itself as an essential tool
in the vibrant world of collectibles. Its detailed cataloging, emphasis on condition, and market
analysis serve as a compass for both novice and experienced collectors. As the industry continues
to evolve, staying informed through resources like Tomarts?and understanding the underlying
valuation principles?will remain vital. Whether you're seeking to appraise a vintage Star Wars figure
or navigate the latest releases, this guide offers a solid foundation to make informed, confident
decisions in the dynamic action figure market.
 

 QuestionAnswer What is the Tomarts Encyclopedia Price Guide to Action Figures? The Tomarts
Encyclopedia Price Guide to Action Figures is a comprehensive resource that lists the values and
details of various action figures, helping collectors determine their worth and history. How often is
the Tomarts Action Figure Price Guide updated? The guide is typically updated annually or
periodically to reflect current market trends, new releases, and changes in collector values. Which
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brands and franchises are covered in the Tomarts Price Guide? The guide covers a wide range of
brands and franchises including Marvel, Star Wars, G.I. Joe, Transformers, and more, providing
detailed valuations for each. How can I use the Tomarts Encyclopedia to value my action figures?
You can look up your specific action figure in the guide to find its estimated market value, production
details, and condition notes to assess its worth. Is the Tomarts Price Guide suitable for beginner
collectors? Yes, it provides detailed information that is helpful for both beginners and experienced
collectors to identify and value action figures. Where can I purchase the latest edition of the Tomarts
Action Figure Price Guide? The latest editions are available through online retailers, collector shops,
or directly from the publisher's website. Does the Tomarts Price Guide include rare or limited edition
action figures? Yes, it includes rare, limited edition, and vintage figures, often with notes on their
rarity and market demand. Can I use the Tomarts Encyclopedia to authenticate action figures?
While primarily a price guide, it also provides details on production runs and packaging that can
assist in authenticating figures. How reliable are the prices listed in the Tomarts Price Guide? The
prices are based on market research, sales data, and collector input, making them a reliable
benchmark for valuation. Are there digital or online versions of the Tomarts Encyclopedia Price
Guide? Yes, some editions are available in digital format or online databases, providing easy access
for modern collectors. 
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